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Unrest. 


Chaperones. 


Week  End 
Absences. 


To  the  Parents  of  Sweet  Briar  College  Studoits: 

We  are  writing  at  this  time  to  ask  your  co-operation  in  a  few 
matters  of  real  importance  to  your  daughter's  welfare. 

During  the  past  two  years  an  increasing  restlessness  among 
young  people  has  been  apparent  all  over  the  country.  This  spirit 
exhibits  itself  in  a  desire  for  constant  dancing,  motoring,  visit- 
ing and  in  an  ardent  pursuit  of  other  pleasures.  College  students, 
unfortunately,  are  no  exception  to  the  rule  and  all  colleges 
are  finding  it  somewhat  difficult  to  maintain  a  sound  and  sane 
spirit  towards  college  work.  Sweet  Briar  students,  for  example 
are  undoubtedly  making  more  visits  to  Lynchburg  and  more  of 
them  are  attending  dances  at  neighboring  colleges. 

In  the  belief  that  college  life  should  permit  happy  recreation 
and  that  reasonable  pleasure  stimulates  to  greater  intellectual  ef- 
fort. Sweet  Briar  has  always  allowed  a  reasonable  number  of 
week-end  absences  and  of  dance  privileges  but  attendance  upon 
subscription  or  public  dances  is  never  permitted.  For  permitted 
dances  chaperones  definitely  approved  or  sent  by  the  college  are 
always  required.  We  earnestly  request  that  parents  should  not 
ask  for  any  exception  to  this  regulation.  The  traveling  expenses 
of  the  chaperone  necessarily  increase  the  cost  of  the  trip,  but  we 
are  convinced  that  this  provision  is  necessary  for  the  comfort  and 
well  being  of  young  women. 

Any  abuse  of  our  dance  privileges  will  adversely  affect  both 
the  health  and  the  work  of  the  student.  Moreover  a  girl  who  is 
not  strong  physically  should  not  take  advantage  of  the  maximum 
number  of  absences  allowed ;  it  is  not  merely  the  going  away  that 
is  harmful  but  the  preceding  excitement  and  the  difficulty  of 
settling  down  to  work  after  the  return.  Of  late  a  few  requests 
have  come  from  parents  for  permission  for  absences  involving 
the  loss  of  as  much  as  a  week's  time.  These  requests  usually 
arise  from  family  occasions  of  importance,  such  as  the  wedding 
of  a  near  relative,  but  occasionally  are  made  for  more  trivial 
reasons.  A  moment's  thought  will  convince  you  of  the  deleterious 
effect  of  such  class  losses.  Please  do  not  ask  for  such  privileges 
except  for  the  most  urgent  reasons  and  then  for  the  minimum 
number  of  days.  Restlessness  and  excitement  destroy  scholar- 
ship,  happiness  and   health.     Please  urge  upon    your    daughter 


moderation  in  all  exciting    pleasures,    and    advise    her    against 
over-indulgence  in   social  affairs  outside  of   college,   which   will 
interfere  with  her  health  or  her  work. 
Holiday  We  would  also  call  your  attention  to  another  matter, — namely, 

Privileges.  the  increasingly  numerous  requests  that  come  from  parents  for 
the  extension  of  holiday  privileges.  Due  to  the  fact  that  Sweet 
Briar  draws  many  of  its  students  from  great  distances,  it  has 
been  deemed  wise  to  give  a  longer  vacation  at  Christmas  than  is 
usually  given  by  colleges  in  the  South ;  we  also  have  an  appreci- 
able spring  vacation.  We  do  not,  therefore,  suspend  classes  for 
single  holidays  nor  do  we  allow  any  Thanksgiving  recess.  Our 
regulations  governing  these  matters  must  be  strictly  adhered  to. 
We  allow  only  a  week-end  absence  at  Thanksgiving.  No  student 
may  leave  the  college  until  after  her  last  class  before  a  vacation. 
Every  student  must  attend  her  first  class  after  a  vacation.  We 
earnestly  request  parents  not  to  ask  for  any  exceptions  to  this 
rule;  such  requests  cannot  be  granted  and  are  sources  of  annoy- 
ance to  the  college  and  sometimes  cause  misunderstanding  be- 
tween the  college  and  the  parents. 
Extravagance.  In  these  days  of  extravagance  we  ask  you  to  help  us  maintain 
simple  standards.  Sweet  Briar  is  essentially  a  democratic  col- 
lege with  equal  opportunity  for  rich  and  poor.  We  have  no  fra- 
ternities or  other  expensive  secret  organizations  and  we  endeavor 
to  keep  all  social  life  simple  and  wholesome.  Simplicity  in  dress 
and  in  personal  tastes  we  believe  to  be  the  mark  of  the  best  edu- 
cation. We  therefore,  beg  that  you  will  help  us  to  maintain  these 
standards  by  advising  your  daughter  against  extravagance  in 
dress  or  in  careless  expenditure  of  money  for  any  purpose. 
Our  Sweet  Briar  endeavors  to  secure  the  best  results  in  education, 

Purpose.  happiness  and  health  for  every  student.     All  the  life  of  the  col- 

lege is  regulated  to  this  end.  We  are  glad  to  have  your  daughter 
here  and  we  hope  that  her  college  life  may  be  beneficial  in  every 
way.  Either  the  President  or  the  Dean  of  the  college  will  always 
be  glad  to  confer  with  parents  about  the  special  educational  or 
personal  problems  of  their  daughters. 

In  some  respects  this  letter  may  not  be  applicable  to  your 
daughter.  The  large  majority  of  our  students  are  earnest  and 
thoughtful  and  are  maintaining  the  high  standard  of  scholarship 
for  which  Sweet  Briar  is  well  known  among  college  educators  all 
over  the  country.     The  proportion  even  of  the  thoughtless  is  not 


large.  We  perceive,  however,  a  distinct  tendency  both  here  and 
elsewhere  in  the  directions  indicated  and  we  wish  to  take  you  into 
our  confidence  in  order  that  we  may  safeguard  both  the  present 
and  the  future.  We  believe  that  you  approve  of  our  aims,  both 
social  and  academic  and  that  we  can  count  on  your  co-operation 
in  upholding  the  ideals  and  the  standards  of  the  college. 

-Cordially  yours, 

Emilie  W.  McVea,  President. 

Katharine  Lummis,  Dean. 

We  are  taking  this  opportunity  of  bringing  to  your  attention 
a  personal  matter  concerning  guests.  As  we  have  only  a  few 
guest  rooms  and  as  it  is  highly  undesirable  that  mothers  or 
friends  should  be  housed  in  the  rooms  of  students,  we  are  obliged 
to  request  that  visits  to  the  college  should  be  limited  to  three  days. 
It  is  advisable  that  visits  of  more  than  one  day  should  be  made 
at  the  week-end  in  order  to  interfere  as  little  as  possible  with 
work.  All  guests  should  register  with  the  director  of  residences 
at  the  office  in  Gray  dormitory  in  order  that  charges  may  be  prop- 
erly recorded.  At  May  Day  and  at  Commencement  a  reason- 
able extension  of  time  can  be  made.  Accommodations  for  longer 
visits  can  be  secured  at  Amherst,  Lynchburg  or  St.  Angelo. 


